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with whom we have held by the way a series of dialogues of
the dead. Yet not always with the dead; for the pro-
blems which have engaged us span the history of thought
from end to end, and though they were already speaking in
the language of Plato and Aristotle, are still not silent
in the literature of to-day. It would have been easy, and
m some respects rewarding, to indulge in detours, and
make acquaintance with other intellectual chieftains, not
less worthy of deference than those with whom we have
taken counsel. But, in doing so, we should have wandered
beyond the map that was to guide us, and have lost,
perhaps, the memory and image of our track. There are
but a few possible types of ethical theory: they are best
studied in the person and reasoning of some eminent
representative; and are most clearly conceived, when the
selection stops with the perfect development of the type.
Of the three great divisions of method, it is the central one
alone in which, instead of teaching by historical example, I
have ventured to speak for myself: not that representative
instances were wholly out of reach; but because I knew of
none that traced the lines of the procedure as far as I
believed they might be legitimately carried.

The effect, however, of declining every deflection from
the main order of my subject, has been the omission of
some great names which, in a history of philosophy, would
have stood at the head of its most important chapters; and
it is perhaps incumbent on me to present, in regard to two
or three of these, an explicit apology for passing them by,
and to indicate the place, in the foregoing classification of
systems, to which they must be referred.

It is scarcely less a surprise to myself than it can be to
my readers, that no pages of this book have been reserved
for Kant The reason, paradoxical as it may seem, is
found, not in any slight of his ethical theory, but in an
approximate adoption of it; so that if, in working at my
subject, my thoughts seldom consciously encountered his,
it was from coalescence too near for adequate difference.